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AMENDMENT SUMMARY

The Big Basin Redwoods State Park General Plan was approved by the California State Park and
Recreation Commission in May 2013. In August 2020, the CZU Lightning Complex Fire burned and
destroyed almost all facilities at the park. State Parks completed the Reimagining Big Basin Vision
Summary (2022) and Big Basin Redwoods State Park Cornerstone Document (2023) to guide
rebuilding park facilities. In 2025, State Parks prepared the Big Basin Facilities Management Plan
(BBFMP) to guide more specific site recommendations for rebuilding recreational facilities
throughout core areas of the park. This proposed General Plan Amendment updates specific
sections of the General Plan where needed to create clear consistency with the BBFMP. A
supplement to the General Plan’s Environmental Impact Report was prepared to address the
facilities envisioned in the Facilities Management Plan and in this proposed General Plan
Amendment.

The proposed General Plan Amendment includes the following clarifications and additions to the
2013 General Plan:

e Lower Sky Meadow: The recommendations for Lower Sky Meadow and Sky Meadow Group
Camp are updated to reflect the BBFMP recommendation to develop new overnight
camping facilities, including car-camping, cabins, tent cabins, small-group camps, a
campfire center, shuttle stop, and related facilities including a campground check-in
building with camp store, and a maintenance building, in and around this zone that had
staff housing and two group camps before the CZU Fire.

o Upper Sky Meadow Area: The Rogers Road site (former Maintenance Yard), Upper Sky
Meadow site (former park housing site) and Upper Lodge Road area are added to the
description of Sky Meadow, and recommendations are added to reflect BBFMP plans to
develop group camping and related facilities at the Rogers Road site; parking, walk-in
camping and related facilities at the Upper Sky Meadow site; and walk-in camping and
related facilities at Upper Lodge Road area.

e Saddle Mountain: Arecommendation is added to develop staff housing and staff operation
areas on properties owned by State Parks around Saddle Mountain.

e Little Basin: Recommendations are added to provide a mixed Tribal use area with a cultural
center for collaboration with Indigenous groups for stewardship, interpretation and cultural
activities, and to provide staff housing.

e Park Boundary: Future acquisition parcels around Saddle Mountain would be added to the
General Plan area.

The names in the General Plan differ from the names in the BBFMP in the following ways, which are
considered synonymous:

e The General Plan uses Park Headquarters; the BBFMP uses Main Day-Use area.
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e The General Plan uses the Park Headquarters and Sky Meadow planning area; the BBFMP
uses zone names Old Growth Area, Overnight Area, and Upper Sky Meadow Area within this
General Plan planning area.

The following sections contain specific proposed amendments to the text of the General Plan, with
strikethrotgh and underline indicating text that is removed and added, respectively.

These changes to the Area-Specific Guidelines Section would also be made to where they are
referenced in the Executive Summary and the Preferred Alternative Figures 18, 19 and 21.
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LOWER SKY MEADOW AMENDMENTS (PAGE 4-60)

Sky Meadow

The greater Sky Meadow area is comprised of the Lower Sky Meadow former residential area; and
the Sky Meadow former group camp_and surrounding areas, located on either side of a four-acre
wet meadow:; the Rogers Ro ite, which w maintenan rd and staff residential facilit
until the 2020 CZU Fire; r Sky M ow, which w ite of staff housing until the 2020 CZ
Fire; and upper Lodge Road, which is a second growth redwood forest area with trails.

The structures providing-at Lower Sky Meadow former residential area provided staff housing within
the 1940s residential area are clustered in a flat grassy area surrounded to the north by remnant
native perennial bunchgrasses and chaparral transitioning to a Douglas-fir and oak-dominated
canopy. The south side of this developed area is bordered by mature coast live oak and well-spaced
old growth redwoods and Douglas-fir.

A spur road off Sky Meadow Road provides access to the former group camp along a gentle ridge

dominated by old growth redwood clumps, huge Douglas-fir (most of which died in the CZU Fir

and mature coast live oak and madrone. The first parking area for the former group camp sits below
a wet swale where the forest floor is dominated by sedges, rushes and an uncommon occurrence
of California fescue. Saturated soils are evidenced by several large uprooted trees. Sky Meadow
itself is a wet meadow with rhizomatous sedges, rushes and large patches of California oat grass
and Santa Barbara sedge. The perimeter is surrounded by clusters of redwoods, large coast live
oaks and Santa Cruz Mountain oaks.

SkyMeadow—reSfdeﬁHal—afea variety of overnight experi rkviitr whil

and Douglas-fir forest hab/tats for resilience and future old growth structure.

Lower Sky Meadow Guidelines:

Lower Sky Meadow 1: Conduct site-specific surveys and investigations for sensitive plant and
animal species protection, and coordinate with the Sempervirens Fund early in the site planning to
locate new facilities and-aveid-with consideration for dedicated trees and memorial groves.

Lower Sky Meadow 2: Allow for development of additionat-overnight accommodations including

car-camping, hard sided cabins, tent cabms small group and larger group camp sites, sfa#

heusmg—trarter—iaadﬁand amenities ot

At Qlar Maada

ﬁegﬂeﬁmﬁlgfﬁmﬁﬁ-&%?resrdefme-afeato support overnlght use mcludlng a campfire

taff ration ildin rkin huttl ilding with visitor faciliti h
camping and cabin check-in and a store, trails, and other related amenities. Some overnight
faciliti nd relat menities m rat n ionair
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Lower Sky Meadow 3: Provi mper shuttl rvice to bring overnight campers from Lower Sk
Meadow to the former Headquarters area without driving or parking in the former Headgquarters
area.

Lower Sky Meadow 4: Improve Sky Meadow Road to allow two-way public access and to install
rk utilities including widening the road or ing turnouts only where possible without im tin
significant old growth redwood trees. Road improvements should be designed to improve safety of
two-way public vehicle traffic, shuttle traffic, and bicycle and pedestrian traffic on the roadway and
long trail rallel to the roadway while minimizing retaining walls and im ts to old growth tr

SkyMeadow Group-Camp-area
Skyr-Meadow Group-Camp-GoatLower Sky Meadow 5: Provide for gretupexpanded campgrounds

and overnight recreation opportunities in and around the former group camps to replace the pre-
ZU-Fire Blooms Creek an mperviren mpgrounds with new campin rtuniti t Lower

Sky Meadow, and-preserve the wet meadow, and manage the surrounding old growth redwood and

Douglas-fir forest habitats around these developed overnight areas for resilience and future old

growth structure.

Ster-Meadow- . Suideti
WWMMMWWWM

ttEnhance, protect and pursue expansion of

the wet m W ar

SkyMeadow Group-Camp-2Lower Sky Meadow 7: Upgrade road access, construct new
campground loop roads, upgrade parking and utilities infrastructure to support continteduse-of
existing-facitittes expanded overnight uses.

Sky-Meadow Grotp-Camp-3Lower Sky Meadow 8: Minimize disturbances to marbled murrelet

breeding habitat by locating future visitor amenities ottside-the-otd-growthforestaway from most
favorable habitat for br ingin th rk.

Upper Sky Meadow Area

The Upper Sky Meadow Area also includes the Upper Sky Meadow site, the Rogers Road site and
the Upper Lodge Road area. Before the 2020 CZU Fire, staff residences were located at Upper Sky

M w, the primary maintenan rd and staff h ing were | t tthe R rs R it n
th rL R rea hadr nd trail
rSky M wAr l: Provi T mp and walk-in campin rtunities whil

managing forest for resilience and future old growth structure.

r Sky M w Ar idelin
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rSky M ow Area 1: At r the Sky M ow Sit rovi rking for walk-in camp sit
arestroom building, trails, and walk-in camp sites. Pursue restoration and interpretation of portions
of the former Civilian Conservation Cor mp including the st

Upper Sky Meadow Area 2: At Rogers Road site, provide developed group recreation and group
mp facilities includin rkin rou mping area, restroom buildin ram n in
and trails, while also managing vegetation for low fuel levels and pursuing opportunities for creek

restoration, establishment of riparian vegetation and retention of stormwater where possible.

Upper Sky Meadow Area 3: Maintain the portion of Lodge Road that is within the State Park
oundary for one-w mergen nd restrict vehicles on this ro X t administrativ

naemergen

pper Sky Meadow Area 4: Provide trails and walk-in camping
Meadow, including camping amenities and related facilities.
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SADDLE MOUNTAIN AND HIGHWAY 236 AMENDMENTS (Page 4-61)

The Saddle Mountain property is located at the southern park boundary at the intersection of
Highway 236 and Little Basin Road. This is the first park encounter for visitors arriving on Highway
236 from Highway 9 at Boulder Creek. The property includes older buildings and structures that
remain from previous uses prior to state park ownership, and arecurrenttybeingin the past have
been used for an outdoor environmental education program under a short-term agreement with a
nonprofit organization. The property location along Highway 236 and situated outside of the old
growth forest presents an opportunity to create an important future park entry gateway that
includes long-term park administrative and visitor serving facilities. It is one of the few sites
available within state park ownership that would accommodate new development and uses to help
reduce the high visitor use intensity occurring in the Headquarters area.

Management Intent

Through highway signing and development of new entrance facilities, Saddle Mountain property
will be transformed into the primary visitor contact facility and gateway into Big Basin Redwoods SP
headquarters area. The Highway 236 entrance from the north will continue to serve visitor and non-
visitor traffic, viewed as a secondary access for most visitors (see Figure 19).

Saddle Mountain Goal: Establish a “front door” park entrance for primary visitor contact and park
orientation on Highway 236 at the southern park boundary.

Saddle Mountain Guidelines:

Saddle Mountain 1: Develop a park welcome center for primary visitor contact, orientation, park
information, and campground registration. Buildings and site development shall include provisions
for park administration, offices, interpretation, restrooms, and parking for visitors and authorized
vehicles. Other provisions that may be considered in the site planning and development include,
but are not limited to, the following:

e A parkvisitor center with interpretive exhibits, park information, and space for park
programs.

e  Multi-purpose room that could be used for meetings, training, activities, or rented out for
special event activities. This could be included in the welcome center or in a separate
building designed for this and other uses listed below.

e  Office, storage, warehouse, yard, maintenance, operations, and workshop space for
administrative services and work areas for staff and other program volunteers.

e Interpretive sales area, gift shop, store, café, or other types of visitor services offered
through a cooperating association and/or concessionaire, or nonprofit organization.

e Information kiosk or display panels providing public information when staff is unavailable.

e Day use picnic areas, with tables, shade, restrooms, and parking.

Saddle Mountain 2: Preserve and maintain the scenic quality of Highway 236 and establish
appropriate “firstimpression” treatments that are compatible with the character of the park and
create an attractive and welcoming park entry experience into Big Basin Redwoods SP.
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Saddle Mountain 3: Develop a park shuttle/metro bus stop on Highway 236 and integrated into site
development with adequate visitor parking. Provide additional parking to support a park shuttle
system for visitor transport to other park areas during peak visitor use periods. Investigate shuttle
operations implemented or proposed in other state, national, and local parks to help determine the
required components and feasibility of implementing a shuttle system for Big Basin Redwoods SP.

Saddle Mountain 4: Consider provisions for trailhead parking at Saddle Mountain, and establish
multi-use trail connections between Saddle Mountain, Little Basin, and Headquarters area, where
possible.

Saddle Mountain 5: Preserve the meadow and open space qualities in the planning and design of
future park facilities, and establish adequate vegetative screening and buffers between
administrative and visitor activity areas, and between park development and adjacent properties.

Saddle Mountain 6: Conduct additional natural and cultural resource surveys, as necessary, to
determine the presence of significant resources; implement protective measures, and interpret the
site’s history and important resources through effective interpretation methods and media
dissemination.

Saddle Mountam 7: Develop and provide staff housing on propertles owned by State Parks around

operations.

le Mountain 8: Devel nd provi ik mp facility near le Mountain or alon
Highway 236 with restrooms, water, parking and related amenities for use by conservation corps,
rk work crew n rtnering organizations t for work iated with State Park
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LITTLE BASIN AMENDMENTS (Page 4-70)

The Little Basin property was recently acquired in 2011 and added to Big Basin Redwoods SP. This
planning zone is approximately 535 acres comprised of scenic woodlands and coast redwoods,
and inctades-included a residence, maintenance shop, and developed 150-acre campground with
several group-oriented recreation facilities before all facilities were lost in the 2020 CZU Fire. Little
Basin -iswas a unique camping destination with campsites, cabins, ball fields, a tennis court, a
basketball court, playground, picnic areas, open space meadows and miles of hiking trails that
connect with the trail system in Big Basin. Access to the property is via Little Basin Road, a narrow
1.7 mile county road off Highway 236 and adjacent to the Saddle Mountain property. The Big Basin
Headquarters area is approximately four miles from Little Basin. Initial resource surveys have been
conducted and no sensitive natural resources have been identified. Fwo-sSignificant archeological
sites have been identified. However, no historic buildings or structures exist on this property.

Management Intent
The Little Basin facilities will be managed to provide for group recreation, environmental education,
and special event opportunities with provisions for day use and overnight accommodations. A

rtion of Little Basin will man mixed Tribal rea for Indigen tewardship an
partnership with Indigenous groups for ceremony, restoration, cultural activities, and education and
interpretation of Indigenous culture. tritiatty, it b 2 9 e

schedutedthrough2647TheRecreational facilities at Little Basin may be operated by a

concessionaire is-responsible te-for managinge all aspects of the maintenance and support
required to operate Little Basin as a first-class camping and recreational facility, which also
inetades-may include but is not limited to maintaining the on-site water treatment plant and
potable water distribution system, campground and recreation facility reservations, emergency
access roads, and security. State Parks will provide ranger patrols and law enforcement as needed.
Further site studies, resource monitoring and recreation surveys are needed, to-teterminre-along
with coll ration with Indigen r t vel lans to rebuild facilities for the long-term
management, development, and use of the Little Basin property (see Figure 21).

Little Basin Goal: Establish a public day use and overnight recreation area for group use, and
destination for special events.

Little Basin Guidelines:

Little Basin 1: Upgrade, rebuild, and expand utility systems and infrastructure to support
recreational activities, such as camping (including cabins), hiking, biking, horseback riding, fishing;
interpretive and group activities. Consider potential for expansion of recreation facilities and
program needs for a possibte-cultural center and mixed Tribal use areaenvironmentateducation
center.

Little Basin 2: Upgrade-Rebuild and upgrade and/or modify existing facilities to satisfy operational
needs and to meet ADA accessibility requirements.
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Little Basin 3: Complete inventories and resource evaluations, and implement resource protection
measures as necessary. Remove or relocate existing and former facilities, as necessary, to preserve
and protect sensitive and significant natural and cultural resources. Collaborate with Indigenous
roups to inform and | important ecological and cultural restoration projects including m ow
and wetland restoration and removing portions of roads, former sports and playground facilities,
nd other former infrastructure in k r

Little Basin 4: Interpret resource values, site history, and past use of Little Basin property.

Little Basin 5: Consider a concession-developed and operated overnight lodge with group dining
facilities and additional cabins.

Little Basin 6: Coordinate with Santa Cruz County to identify any road improvements and county
maintenance actions that may be necessary to maintain public vehicle access on Little Basin Road
from Highway 236 to the Little Basin property and pursue improvements to Tanbark Loop Trail and
Pine Mountain Road or other alternative routes to create a one-way emergency evacuation loop

with Little Basin Road.

ltural center building with parking for Indigen tewardship with i tional an
interpretation, training and work space, educational space and lodging for workers. Preserve the
r rroundin ltural center for Indigen -led interpretation for park visitors an I rativ

uses led by Indigenous groups such as habitat restoration, cultural plant propagation, ceremony,
cultural burning, camping, group gatherings and cultural activities.

Little Basin 8: Provide and maintain staff housing at Little Basin to support emergency response, to

rovide h ing to meet rationaln nd to repl h ing lost in the CZU Fir me of th
h ing at Little Basin m rovi rt of an agreement with Indigen r for
operation of the mixed Tribal use area, and some as part of a concessionaire agreement.
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Figure 1: General Plan Area and Acquisition Parcels




